








THE SOUTHERNS 


PRESBYTERIAN 
°** JOURNAL::- 


; A Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the 

l statement, defense and propagation of the 

Gospel, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints 






































d DECEMBER 29, 1954 





What Is The Solution? 


The Church of Jesus Christ faces many problems today. Some are of 
minor importance, some of them are major. We would affirm that the 
major issues stem primarily from one single source: One’s attitude to- 


ward the reliability and the authority of the Word of God. 


Where men agree on this one matter—and it is clearly and unequiv- 





ocally stated in our own Confession of Faith—all other problems can 
be met on a level where they can be resolved. 


The next great need in our church today is United Prayer. In all 
our Church Courts and in all our hearts we need revival. We need the 
blessings which only The Holy Spirit is able to give. We need a new 
vision of Christ and His redeeming work. We need a new emphasis on 
and appreciation of The Word of God as the daily food for our lives. 
We need a new awareness of the lost condition of men out of Christ 
and a love for their souls. 


This is to suggest that we solemnly covenant with God to faithfully 
pray for revival and to open our hearts to the blessings He is so eager 
to give if we will surrender everything to Him. 
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This is the solution and we do not believe there is any other. 
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Merging Liberalism 


As of January Ist, 1955, the Presbyterian Out- 
look, an independent weekly paper published with- 
in the bounds of the U. S. Church will be merged 
with the Presbyterian Tribune, an independent 
weekly published within the bounds of the U.S.A. 
church. 


The new paper will be published in Richmond 
with the present management of the Presbyterian 
Outlook continuing in that capacity. Additional 
editors and associate editors will from 
the two churches. 


be chosen 


We feel that this merger is logical and also 
deeply significant. It is increasingly evident that 
the deep-seated differences in philosophies having 
to do with the Church, her message and her mis- 
sion, extend across all Protestantism and it is but 
natural that those holding to the liberal concept 
in theological belief should merge the identity of 
their activities into one. 


By like token it seems inevitable that there will 
be a new alignment straight across Presbyterian 
barriers in which men who hold to the historic 
Reformed faith, a clear and unequivocal accept- 
ance of the standards and affirmed doctrines of 
Presbyterianism, and an insistence on confessional 
integrity, as over against inclusivism, shall also in 
due time identify their interests and activities for 
the propagation and preservation of what they feel 
to be a vitally needed witness in our time. 


—L. N. B. 





How Tolerant 
Must We BeP 


Probably one of the Christian’s severest tests 
comes in the decision which he has to make with 
reference to being “broad” and “liberal.”” No one 
likes to be called either narrow or reactionary. 
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Nor does one want to be “broad” where Christ 
would have him narrow, or “liberal” where it 
involves liberality with those things which are not 
of his own making and therefore not his to be 
liberal with. 


The Bible clearly teaches that there are matters 
of personal behavior which are between man and 
his Maker. Paul says: “Who art thou that judgest 
another man’s servant? to his 
standeth or falleth. 
day above 


own master he 
One man esteemeth one 
another: another esteemeth every day 
alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own 
mind.” It is obvious that Paul, recognizing the 
differences in background, temperament and emo- 
tions, would have all Christians tolerant of those 
who see such things in a different light. 


But, no one more than Paul, insists on the 
inviolability of the doctrines of Christ. Writing to 
the Galatian Christians he says something which 
should shock us all into a realization of the im- 
portance of Christian truth: But though we, or 
an angel from Heaven, preach any other Gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed.”” And, for emphasis he 
repeats these solemn words. 


Paul, writing to Timothy, urged his spiritual 
son to study and keep himself clear and strong in 
the faith and goes on to speak of Hymenaeus and 
Philetus who were destroying the faith of some 
by teaching that the resurrection was a thing of 
the past. 


The whole trend of contemporary liberal theo- 
logical thought seems to be that tolerance must 
always be exercised towards those who no longer 
accept the historic Christian concept. It is true 
that tolerance can be a virtue, but only if it is 
exercised toward those things on which God Him- 
self permits men to differ. 
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Where matters of vital Christian truth are con- 
cerned no Christian has the right to be tolerant 
with those who do not believe and who transmit 
their unbelief to others, either from the pulpit, 
from the class room or through the printed page. 
James makes clear this responsibility when he 
writes: “Remember that we who are teachers will 
be judged by a much higher standard.” (Phillips). 


In the exercise of either tolerance or opposition, 
the only way that we can glorify God is by seek- 
ing His guidance, waiting on His leading and act- 
ing in love. 

In all things let us be tolerant where God would 
have us tolerant and let us exercise Christian bold- 
ness where that is what He would have us do. 


—L. N. B. 





The Mote and The Beam 


Our Lord Jesus has warned us how easy it is 
to find the mote in our brother’s eye and fail to 
see the beam in our own eye. This is particularly 
true when we are debating issues. No doubt the 
writer and those of his school of thought are 
guilty in this regard. Certainly, we profess no 
better-than-thou attitude when we respectfully call 
attention to a slip on the other side. 


In the Presbyterian Outlook of January 18, 
1954, there is an articles WHAT IS TO BE 
GAINED BY UNION? written by one of the 
most esteemed and loved of our pro-union brethren. 
Apparently, the article pleased the pro-Union 
group in our Church. At least they have had it 
re-printed and circulate it freely. This article 
favoring the Union side has in it two statements 
of a factual nature from which the pro-Union 
writer has drawn pro-Union arguments. Some of 
the anti-Union men, including the writer of this 
editorial, have used the same two factual assump- 
tions as the basis for arguments against union. 


These two things which the pro-Union brethren 
accept when they appear in their periodical and 
in their own pamphlets as the basis for Union 
arguments have been challenged by them when 
I have used the same two “facts” as the basis of 
anti-Union arguments. Can these two matters be 
true when used to favor Union, and false when 
they are used to oppose union? Can they be true 
for them and false for us? Can they be true and 
false at the same time and in the same sense? 
Where is the law of contradiction ? 


One of the two things used By the pro-Unionist 
in his able article is that: “the responsibility for 





the doctrinal soundness of ministers is in presbytery 
as it now is with the presbytery. None of this 
authority is surrendered to the synod or to the 
Assembly.” The author of WHAT IS TO BE 
GAINED BY UNION? is correct in so describing 
the present situation in the U.S.A. Church and 
the situation that will exist in the united Church. 
We, of course, differ from our esteemed brother 
when he undertakes to say that this is the view 
of our Book of Church Order. Our Book, pars. 
83 and 90, give to both Synod and General As- 
sembly the right of appellate jurisdiction in matters 
of appeal and complaint which can and do touch 
the doctrinal soundness of ministers in presbytery 
as well as in other matters. But the fact as to 
the U.S.A. practice since 1925-27 is properly set 
forth in WHAT IS TO BE GAINED BY 
UNION. 


Acting on this proper testimony by our esteemed 
pro-Union brother, on a study of the course of 
Presbyterian U.S.A. history for the last genera- 
tion, and on prolonged conferences with one of 
the leading Presbyterian U.S.A. authorities on 
Presbyterian History, I asserted in the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal that the General Assembly 
of the united Church would be POWERFUL 
FOR GOVERNMENT: WEAK FOR FAITH. 
That is, I pointed out as an argument against 
union that the synods and the General Assembly 
would have no authority over the doctrinal sound- 
ness of ministers. Is this statement true when it 
appears in the Presbyterian Outlook, but false 
when it appears in the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal? 


The second matter is the location of the boards 
in the united Church. The Pro-Union article as- 
serts that the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
united Church will be in New York and _ uses 
that assumption of fact as an argument in favor 
of Union. Yet when I have assumed the same 
fact, namely, the location of the Board in New 
York my - or our - statement was challenged 
as inaccurate by a pro-Union debater. Our state- 
ment that the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
United Church will be located in New York is 
based on: (1) this article by the distinguished pro- 
Union brother, (2) by the fact that the U.S.A. 
is the largest Church and has the largest Board 
and work which is now located in a permanent 
home in the metropolis of the nation, (3) that 
most denominations have their foreign mission 
boards also in New York, and the interdenomina- 
tional agencies also center there. Thus a commit- 
tee from a half dozen or more boards determine 
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policies, location, support, personnel of the Pres- 
byterian missionaries to, say Japan, by meeting and 
conferring in New York. 


Is the distinguished proponent of Union right in 
arguing for union on the assumption that the 
Board of Foreign Missions will be in New York, 
at the same time as the writer of this editorial is 
wrong in making the same assumption of fact? 
May we respectfully request our esteemed pro- 
Union brethren either to correct their own pam- 
phlets as to this assumption of fact—or else permit 
us to make the same assumption unchallenged. 


—W. C. R. 





Christ and The Old 


Testament Record 


In our study of the Bible we can get a rich 
blessing by considering our Lord’s attitude to 
the Old Testament Scriptures. Here we see how 
fully He recognized both the authority and the 
reliability of the record. 


In His temptation in the wilderness He gives 
us an illustration of how to use the Word as the 
Sword of the Spirit and we see Satan repelled and 
then defeated, by three simple thrusts, all taken 
from the book of Deuteronomy. 


In the Sermon on the Mount he says: “Think 
not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. 
For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, until all be fulfilled.” 


The Old Testament personalities, places and 
incidents are verified and referred to again and 
again as real. Abraham, the Queen of Sheba, 
Jonah, Sodom and Gomorrah, Daniel, etc., etc., 
are all referred to just as recorded in the Word. 
Moses and Elias met with Him on the Mount 
in a manifestation which gives even added authen- 
ticity to their lives here on earth. 


With words of finality and authority our Lord 
again and again uses the phrase: “Jt is written,” 
“Have ye never read?” 

read in the scriptures?” 


. “Did ye never 


The condition of the world in the time of Noah 
is described and its condition at the end of the age 
is compared to this historical period. 


Prophecies regarding Himself are referred to as 
obviously being fulfilled: “Then said Jesus unto 
them, All ye shall be offended because of me this 
night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, 
and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.” 
‘ “But how then shall the scriptures be ful- 
filled, that thus it must be?” 


Speaking to the Pharisees he shows the falacies 
of their traditions and at the same time gives the 
source of the authority by which Moses spoke: 
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For 
Making the 


“Ye reject the commandment of God, 
Moses said, But ye say, 
word of God of none effect.” 


In His quotations from the Old Testament 
record our Lord again and again shows His Own 
acceptance of their authenticity. Simple statements 
such as the following: “dnd as touching the dead, 
that they rise: have ye not read in the book of 
Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, 
saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?” Or again: 
“For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, the 
Lord said to my Lord. Sit thou on my right hand, 
till I make thine enemies thy footstool.” Or the 
following: ... “But when ye shall see the abom- 
ination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him 
that readeth understand), Then let them that be 
in Judea flee to the mountains.” Finally: ; 
“And Jesus said unto them, All ye shall be of- 
fended because of me this night: for it is written, 
I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be 


scattered.” 


It is impossible to read our Lord’s quotations 
from the Old Testament without being convinced 
that He accepted the historic and the prophetic 
record and that He placed the seal of His recog- 
nition of this record to be divinely inspired, accur- 
ate and authoritative. 


His own fulfilment of prophecy He clearly af- 
firms: “And there was delivered unto him the 
book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had 
opened the book, he found the place where it is 
written, And he began to say unto them, 
This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” 
In this same sermon our Lord confirms the story 
of Elijah and the widow and that of Elisha and 
Naaman the leper. 


For those who find a difficulty in the story of 
Jonah, these words should help: and 
there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of 
the prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three days 
and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the 
Son of man be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh shall rise 
in judgment with this generation, and _ shall 
condemn it: because they repented at the preaching 
of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is 
here. It would seem rather difficult for an “al- 
legorical” person, or an “allegorical” city to rise 
up in judgment against those to whom Christ was 
speaking, 


Our Lord’s attitude to the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures may be summed up in his talk with the two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus: “Then said 
he unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken: And beginning at 
Moses, and all the prophets, he expounded unto 
them in all the scriptures the things concerning him- 
self.”’ Little wonder that later these two disciples 
exclaimed: “Did not our heart burn within us, 
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while he talked with us by the way, and while he 
opened to us the scriptures?” 

We have taken only a few of the many places 
where our Lord refers to the Scriptures but these 
are sufficient to show His Own attitude to the 
Word. Those who would rule out the accuracy 
and the authority of the Scriptures have two ex- 
planations: First, our Lord Himself was ignorant 
and was guilty of misinterpreting the Scriptures. 
Secondly, the writers of the gospels were them- 
selves guilty of putting in the mouth of Jesus words 
which He never spoke and references to the Scrip- 
tures which He never made. Of course, to those 
who hold this view, the Bible contains a hodge- 
podge of fables, folk-lore, humanly inspired essays 
along with pious and fraudulent and spurious proph- 
ecies. One wonders why they even deign to open 
its covers. 

But, to those who will, with humble heart and 
open mind, approach these sacred pages and say: 
“Speak Lord, for thy servant heareth,” the Book 
becomes a living message from a living and loving 
God. 

Our Lord’s attitude to the Scriptures should also 
be our own. —L. N. B. 


Effectual Calling 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


The article before last, on Christ the Mediator, 
referred to the unwillingness of the derelicts in 
a rescue mission to accept the gospel of Christ. If 
the evangelist had to depend solely on his own 
powers of persuasion, the job would be discouraging 
and indeed impossible. But the respectable sinner 
is as dead in sin as the drunken bum. No one 
can be saved without God’s effectual call. Every- 
one who is born again is “born not of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” 
Those who, in the interest of an erroneous theory 
of free will, attribute some ability to man’s will, 
contradict John 1:13 and detract from God’s grace. 





Conversely, Calvinism and the Westminster 
Confession assign all the glory and efficacy to God. 
“All those whom God hath predestinated unto 
life, and those only, he is pleased . effectually 
to call . to grace and salvation; enlightening 
their minds renewing their wills, and by 
his almighty power determining them . . . and 
effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ 
being made willing by his grace.” 


The reader should of course check this with the 
Confession, read the words omitted above, and 


= 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Second semester 
begins January 24, 1955. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 











DECEMBER 29, 1954 











study the Scripture references. Any discouraged 
minister or evangelist who stretches out his hands 
to a rebellious people, can find renewed strength 
in contemplating these thoughts on God’s almighty 
power. Perhaps the evangelist has unconsciously 
fallen into the temptation of trusting his own 
power and the ability of the sinner to respond. 
Returning to the Confession, and to the Scripture 
which it summarizes, he can once more adjust 
his message to God’s word and trust God to call 
sinners to repentance. 

For “this effectual call is of God’s free and 
special grace alone, not from anything at all fore- 
seen in man, who is altogether passive therein, 
until, being quickened (resurrected) and renewed 
by the Holy Spirit, he is thereby enabled to answer 
this call and to embrace the grace offered and 
conveyed in it.” 


Unfortunately many ministers in the large de- 
nominations have substituted a social and political 
theory for this glorious gospel of grace. The presi- 
dent of Princeton Seminary advocates the admis- 
sion of Red China into the United Nations. The 
Christian Century is full of pink political propa- 
ganda. The World Council emasculates doctrine, 
repudiates Protestantism by admitting the Greek 
Catholic organization that persecutes evangelicals, 
and raises no voice against state control of 
churches. Certainly it raises no voice to proclaim 
effectual calling. 

How sad it is when ministers and professedly 
Christian organizations forsake the gospel of grace 
to preach something else! The outright denial of 
Biblical doctrines, in other words, heresy, is bad; 
but even apart from outright denial, the substi- 
tution of another message is almost if not alto- 
gether as bad. Whether people are lost because 
they have heard the Scriptures denied or because 
they simply have not heard the Scriptures, makes 
little difference. The servants of Christ have been 
given a message to proclaim, and failure to pro- 
claim it cannot be excused on the ground that the 
substitute was socialistic politics instead of outright 
denial. 


Sincere, conservative preachers ought to take stock 
of themselves too. It is all too easy to forget some 
parts of the message because we are so interested 
in some other parts. It is so easy to become lop- 
sided. Then our people will become lopsided too. 
One excellent method of avoiding this unfortunate 
result is to preach a series of sermons on the West- 
minster Confession; or at least we should review 
the thirty-three chapters to determine what we 
have not preached on for the past some time. 


“ 


The gospel must be preached, for “. . . . much 
less can men not professing the Christian religion 
be saved in any other way whatsoever, be they 
ever so diligent to frame their lives according to 
the light of nature and the law of that religion 
they do profess; and to assert and maintain that 
they may, is very pernicious and to be detested.” 


(Sec. iv). 
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The Ministers and Elders 
Have a Joint Responsibility 


Paul D. Hastings, 
Reidsville, N. C. 


In many of the statements recently published 
by individuals in our Church as to why they favor 
Union, one of the reasons given is “because so 
many of the ministers in our Church are for 
Union.” Certainly every member of our Church 
respects the views of the minister and gives this 
fact serious consideration as they have tried to 
find God’s Will in this most important matter. 


However, under our Presbyterian form of 
church government the minister and the elder have 
a JOINT RESPONSIBILITY as leaders in the 
Church. This is good for the work of the Church 
in that it gives a BALANCE tto the decisions 
made in that they will be both spiritual and prac- 
tical. The elder has just as much responsibility 
as the minister to study the issue and base his 
decision upon actual facts and God’s Will and 
not by who might be for or against it. 


There is no doubt that the overwhelming ma- 
jority of the elders in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church are opposed to Union. In three of the 
Presbyteries that have already voted on the issue, 
NOT ONE ELDER IN THE THREE PRES- 
BYTERIES VOTED FOR UNION. Certainly 
the ministers who favor Union will give this fact 
serious consideration because no Union could bea 
success unless it has the approval and support of 
the lay members of the Church. When the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church was voted into a 
Union with the Northern Presbyterian Church, 
one-third went into the Union, one-third stayed 
out, and one-third disappeared. This could hap- 
pen in the Southern Presbyterian Church if the 
members were voted into a union which they did 
not approve of, or felt that they could not con- 
scientiously support. 


There is one fact that every member of our 
church should be able to agree upon, and that is, 
that never before in the history of our Church have 
we been faced with an issue that was so contro- 
versial that often families, friends, congregations, 
sessions, and ministers CAN’T EVEN DISCUSS 
THE ISSUE FOR FEAR OF THE RESULTS. 
Any subject which cannot be openly and freely dis- 
cussed by the members of the Church SHOULD 
NOT CONTINUE BEFORE THE CHURCH 
FOR CONSIDERATION. It has already caused 
such bitterness and division among families, 
friends, congregations, sessions and ministers that 
some fear that a harmonious relationship will be 
difficult to restore. How could any matter that 
brings about such results as this be for the best 
interest of the Church and what is there in it that 
would indicate that it might be God’s Will for 
our Church? 
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ANGLERS 
(By the Editor of The Testament For 
Fishers Of Men) 
Lesson No. 88 
Her Father was unsaved. 


I have known many fathers and mothers who 
were deeply troubled because their sons or daugh- 


ters had never accepted Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour. Their suffering is pathetic. In most 


cases it is the result of their failure to deal faith- 
fully and frankly with their children in early 
youth. In some cases it is because the parents did 
not set them a worthy example in Christian service ; 
in some, the absence of a family altar. Still in 
others, young parents absorbed in outside activities, 
either business or social, leaving the early care 
and training of their children to nurses or baby- 
sitters and television. Meantime, through tele- 
vision programs and advertisements, through sexy 
literature at the soda fountain newsstand and so- 
called “comics” reeking with crime and murder; 
through dirty-minded school associations, the devil 
has a well organized program for “educating” 
youth to travel the wide road. Later on, when 
parents “see the light’ and correct their own ways 
they are shocked to discover their child has gone 
so far astray that only a miracle of grace can save. 


But it is much rarer to find a young Christian 
deeply concerned for a parent’s salvation. Here 
and there if you are watchful you will find such 
a case. It takes real courage and a strong faith 
to endeavor to win one’s parent to Christ. We 
are glad to have an example of this in the following 
letter to Anglers. 


Dear Anglers: 

After I became a Christian I was deeply troubled 
because my parents were unsaved. Once I walked 
home from the place where I boarded and taught 
school that I might talk to my father about turn- 
ing to Christ for salvation. He abruptly left the 
house and I walked on to the church in tears, 
because of the seeming indifference with which 
my effort had been met. But during the service 
I saw my father come in and take his Seat in the 
rear of the church. Later on, I was at home on 
Sunday, walking around on the farm, praying for 
the right message and the courage to speak to my 
father. Finally I came in the house where he was 
sitting, and walking up behind his chair and run- 
ning my hands over his silver hair, I again made 
the appeal. He said, “I don’t feel like it.” Then 
I quoted Romans 10:9,10 to him. if thou 


shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation,” 
saying that salvation did not depend on feelings, 
but on faith. 
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Imagine the joy that was mine when during 
his last illness I asked him if everything was all 
right. He replied, “Everything is all right, and 
you are the cause of it.” I can never thank God 
enough for what He did, and that He used me, 
even though unworthy, to bring the message. 


(Name withheld) 


A leather bound copy of the Testament For 
Fishers of Men goes to this young lady by the 
next mail. If you have had an experience in per- 
sonal soul winning, individual to individual, write 
it for Anglers, not only because it will bring you 
a useful pocket testament, but for the good it will 
do to some timid souls who have thus far been 
unable to summon the courage and faith to try 
to win to Christ an unsaved person—young, 
middle-aged or old. 





Historic Presbyterianism 


Neo - Orthodoxy 


By Rev. Robert Henderson, Raleigh, N. C. 


That contemporary theological school which 
goes under the various names “crisis theology,” 
“neo-orthodoxy,” “the new modernism,” and others, 
is indeed a very clever philosophical and theological 
effort. It is represented most popularly by such 
well known men as Alan Richardson, Reinhold 
Niebuhr, Paul Tillich, Emil Brunner, the best 
known Karl Barth, and others. To say that it is 
clever, if not brilliant, however, is not to say that 
it is true to our historic Christian faith or true 
Presbyterianism. 


Two points are very significant about this move- 
ment. First, in the history of philosophical theology 
since Immanuel Kant, there is a well defined pro- 
gression through Schliermacher, Ritschl, Kierke- 
gaard, and others, of which this present work is 
only a logical and to-be-expected development. The 
same basic presuppositions are true of them ll, 
though the superstructure varies greatly. 


The second significant point is that this contem- 
porary school has by its emphases pointed out to 
those of us who hold the historic reformed faith, 
many weak points in our presentation of the Chris- 
tian faith, especially, our doctrine of the Holy Spirit. 
A professor in the Waldensian Seminary in Rome 
made the comment that if the Reformed churches 
had taught the person and work of the Holy Spirit 
as they ought to have, there would have been no 
seed-bed for neo-orthodoxy. But in an atmosphere 
of stagnant scholastic hyper-Calvinism there arose 
a desire for something subjective in Christianity, 
which was carried to extreme and flourished in a 
theologically adapted existential philosophy. 
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Let this one truth be indelibly defined in the 
minds of all, neo-orthodoxy is a departure from 
and not a return to historic Christianity. It is 
not true to our Calvinistic heritage, namely the Re- 
formed faith which we confess. It stands therefore, 
opposed to historic Presbyterianism. The neo- 
Kantian roots of Karl Barth draw their philosophi- 
cal sap from the higher critical school of Wilhelm 
Herrmann and the existential philosophy of Soren 
Kierkegaard. 

It must be admitted that neo-orthodoxy, or neo- 
modernism, appears a clever mixture of truth and 
error. There has been some magnificent exegesis 
done by these men. But because the presuppositions 
of their thinking militate against the supernatural- 
ism of historic Christianity, the hermaneutical con- 
clusions which they draw rob the Christian faith 
of its divinely authoritative note. Thus, though 
in the writings of the neo-orthodox theologians, 
the front door appears open to those of Calvinistic 
and Reformed persuasion, and though one can glean 
from these men many thought provoking ideas, 
yet their theological system, in true neo-Kantian 
fashion, leaves the back door ajar so that one need 
not be pricked to the heart by a “Thus saith the 
Lord.” One escapes by subjectively evaluating the 
“Thus saith the Lord.” “For after all,” they 
would conclude, “the Bible is a fallible book by 
fallible men, which God has graciously chosen to 
use as His word at various times and places, but 
it only really becomes God’s Word to me in that 
‘one existential moment’ when He breaks through 


” 


to me. 


It appears very pious and humble on the behalf 
of these theologians to assert that the freedom of 
God demands that he not be tied down to the 
words of a book (the Bible) but must be free to 
speak when and where he wills, willy nilly. Yet 
whenever the objective divine authority (which 
is inherently testified in the Bible) is removed from 
the Word, no matter how pious and humble 
sounding the means used, the corrupt nature of 
man becomes the deciding factor in what is, and 
what is not the Word of God “to me.” 


There are many men in our denomination who 
hold this position. No effort is intended to impugn 
their character because undoubtedly they believe 
it sincerely. But we must insist that their position 
is not harmonious with our Westminster Stan- 
dards. In the light of historic Christianity they 
are in error. Men who are concerned for the 
purity of the church are concerned that this error 
be brought into the light and exposed for what 
it is. 

We are not, therefore, willing to accept from 
the mouths of these men of neo-orthodox persuasion 
the argument that there is no doctrinal issue in- 
volved in organic union with the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. That denomination by actions of 
its church courts denied its faithfulness to the Re- 
formed faith long ago, and their now obvious neo- 
orthodox leadership and denominational tendency 
is only one more testimony to their departure. In- 





PAGE 7 





deed, for such men in our denomination who hold 
that position there would be no doctrinal issue 
involved. But though there is much to be desired 
in our denomination, we have not by action of 
our courts either blatantly denied our Reformed 
position nor have we approved neo-orthodoxy. We 
still hold that the Bible is the “word of God writ- 
ten” and the only infallible and authoritative rule 
of faith and practice. We still identify Holy 
Scripture with revelation and believe that Jesus 
Christ rules His church authoritatively by this 
selfsame Word and by His Spirit. 

May God give us grace as Christian laymen, 
elders, and ministers to seek the purity of the 
Church by demanding of our sessions, presbyteries, 
assembly, and church institutions, faithfulness to 
our Reformed position, to the honor and glory of 
our God. 





Still They Come 


New Orleans, La. — The session of Carrollton 
Presbyterian Church at its regular monthly meet- 
ing, with fourteen members present, voted unani- 
mously to reject the proposed “Plan of Union.” 





Still They Come 


Gastonia, N. C. — The Adams Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church, on December 5, voted unani- 
mously against the proposed union with the U.S.A. 
and U.P. churches. Two weeks previous to this 
the plan was presented, pro and con. Surely those 
who are in favor of union have not counted the 
cost: what they would have to give up and what 
they would have to do to bring our church mem- 
bers to agree to such a plan. 





Still They Come 


First Presbyterian Church, Athens, Ga., voted 
against Proposed Union. 


Athens, Ga. — The congregation of the First 
Presbyterian Church has turned down the proposed 
union with the Northern and United Presbyterian 
Churches. In a secret ballot, supervised by the 
session, the congregation voted 61°, against union 
and 39°, for union, the total vote being 188 to 
121. This church is a member of the Athens Pres- 
bytery, being the largest church in the Presbytery. 





And Still They Come 


Salisbury, N. C. The congregation of the 
Second Presbyterian Church of Salisbury, at a 
regularly called meeting on December 12th voted 
104 against the proposed church union. 32 voted 
for it. At a recent joint meeting of the elders and 
deacons, they voted 25 against and 2 for union. 
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LETTERS 


The following is part of a letter received from 
Toshio Murata, No. 1 Asahiekimaecho, Kochi, 
Japan. If any reader can help Mr. Murata with 
books on Christian economics they will be deeply 
appreciated. Editor. 


Mr. TosHio MuRATA, 
No. 1, ASAHIEKIMAECHO 
Kocui, JAPAN 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell, 

42 College Park Place, 
Asheville, North Carolina 
U. S. A. 


Miss Currell showed me kindly your letter the 
other day, and I could know the correct address of 
Harper and Brothers. I am very much grateful 
for your kind information. A Japanese translation 
of your tract will soon be published in Japan, and 
I am sure many people will be inspired and will be 
able to know the fact and importance of the virgin 


birth. 


I am not a teacher of theology but a teacher 
of economics. I finished the Yokohama Commer- 
cial College about ten years ago, and was in China 
till the end of war. I was a paymaster of a field 
hospital. Now I am a teacher of book-keeping and 
commercial mathematics at the Seiwa Girls’ High 
School and at the same time at Kochi Commercial 
High School. Three years ago I entered Kochi 
University, and I will graduate from the same 
next spring. I am writing a graduation thesis on 
the subject of “Eighth Commandment.” All the 
professors of economics at Kochi University are 
Marxists, so that I doubt whether they will pass 
my thesis or not. | believe, though, God will ac- 
cept my thesis. I am trying to establish economic 
theories from the view-point of Christianity. In 
Japan we cannot find suitable teachers and books. 
If you know any professor who is studying on such 
problem, please let me know his name and intro- 
duce him to me. Many people (especially students) 
are now interested in Communism. In order to 
strike out Marxism, we must show them a new 
theory of economics as well as the Gospel. 





Appeal for Recent 
Hongkong Fire Victims 


On Nov. 18, 1954, a section of the wooden huts 
in Kowloon, Hongkong, occupied by Chinese refu- 
gees was burned down by two fires within 24 
hours, infuriated by winds that almost reached 
tornado proportions. As a result about 10,000 
refugees were rendered homeless, barely escaping 
from the raging inferno with a few clothes and 
food. Pictures show some fleeing almost nude. 


These refugees are from the China mainland, 
and would rather live in poverty and semi-starva- 
tion, or even die, than return to Red Totalitarian- 
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ism, so highly do they prize liberty. Indeed Red 
spies, who are ubiquitous in Kowloon, may have 
started the fires in an attempt to drive these poor 
refugees back to China, 


In this land of freedom and plenty, at this 
Christmas Season of joy and goodwill, let us 
stretch out a helping hand across the sea to these 
unfortunate sufferers, all of whom are fellowmen 
and some are fellow-Christians. Spend a little less 
on self and more for those who are in such dire 
need. No gift is too small to be of use; none large 
enough to meet the need. 


If any are moved by this appeal, please send 
gifts to the undersigned, who was a missionary 
to China for thirty-four years, and they will be 
sent at once to a committee in Hongkong which 
will see that the most good is done by them, gladly 
giving time and strength to this labor of love. 


Yours in Christ’s Name 
Martin A. Hopkins 
2620 Hillegass Ave., 
Berkeley 4, Calif. 





LIQUOR 
CURING ALCOHOLISM 


Licensed Beverage Industries, Inc., the public 
relations organization for the liquor industry, 
blandly assures us all that it intends to continue 
tackling in forth-right fashion the causes and cure 
of alcoholism during the coming year. 


Along with this straight-faced announcement of 
their year’s program, they crow that “largely 
through the industry’s efforts 26 states and the 
District of Columbia now have legislation dealing 
with the study and treatment of alcoholism.” 


It’s a wonder that all 48 states haven’t been 
pushed into it! Last year, gentlemen of the LBI, 
140,032,345 gallons of whiskey were bottled in 
the U. S. And you disclaim responsibility for the 
creation of our 750,000 alcoholics and 3,500,000 
“excessive” drinkers! Now, who do you suppose 
could be doing it? 


You really want to know the cause and cure 
of alcoholism, gentlemen? The cause: You being 
in business. The cure; Your getting out of busi- 
ness. — Colorado Allegiance. 





Evangelist . 


Laurens, S. C. — Rev. Thomas C. Cook, for- 
merly pastor of First Presbyterian Church, is now 
engaged in Evangelistic work. 





Change of Address: 


Rev. J. Clyde Mohler, from Benton, La., to 
R.F.D. 5, Longview, Texas. 
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Extravagance 
For 
Jesus 


By J. Park McCallie, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


It was Friday night, December 3rd, 1954, at 
the conclusion of the Third World Missions Con- 
ference in the First Presbyterian Church of Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee, when Dr. Harold John 
Ockenga, pastor of the Park Street Church in Bos- 
ton, the main speaker for the Conference, took for 
his text the story of Mary of Bethany annointing 
the head of Jesus on the day before His triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem. The question of the 
disciples, ““To what purpose is this waste?,” gave 
the preacher a grand opportunity to tell the story 
again in vivid terms of how Mary was “extrava- 
gant” in the apparent “‘waste” of the precious oint- 
ment on the body of Jesus, who said, “Let her 
alone; she hath wrought a good work; she hath 
done what she could; she hath anointed my body 
aforetime for the burial; therefore, | say unto you, 
wheresoever this Gospel is preached throughout all 
the world this thing that this woman hath done 
shall be spoken of as a memorial of her.” Then 
followed such a sermon as rarely has been heard 
in any Church on the subject of “Extravagance 
for Jesus” —that we today have the same opportun- 
ity of apparently ‘wasting’ our substance on Jesus 
by carrying this Gospel “to the uttermost part of 
the world” in obedience to His command. Six 
times between His Resurrection and His Ascen- 
sion the one command that He gave His disciples 
was not concerned with the organization of the 
Church or our social duties one to another, but 
rather the carrying of the Gospel “to the utter- 
most part of the earth.” These were His last 
words, His last thought, His last command. 


During the week we had wonderful addresses 
from Dr. C. Darby Fulton, our Field Secretary 
of the Board of World Missions, Rev. Paul Free- 
land, Secretary for Overseas Relief, and some splen- 
did missionaries, including Miss Billy Gammon 
and Miss Charlotte Taylor, of Brazil, Rev. Lyle 
W. Peterson of Japan, Rev. Jon Crow of Brazil, 
Dr. J. Hervey Ross of Mexico, and a converted 
Japanese National, Mr. Masaya Hibino of Seto, 
Japan, with a ringing message of how he had 
been won to Christ through correspondence with 
a good lady here in the city of Chattanooga. Then 
there followed the vivid and heart-stirring testi- 
monies of eight of our own candidates and ap- 
pointees to the foreign field—Rev. and Mrs. 
Campbell Wallace of Blackey, Kentucky, Rev. 
Harold R. Patteson of Appalachia, Virginia, Rev. 
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Edward Langham of Aiken, South Carolina, Rev. 
and Mrs. Robert Hoffman of Northfork, West 
Virginia, and Mr. and Mrs. Dale Douglas at 
Austin Seminary, Austin, Texas. These young 
people had given their lives for Christ and were 
planning to go out to the fields this next Septem- 
ber, 1955, to Korea, Brazil, Japan, Mexico, and 
Africa. 

Each noon Dr. Ockenga spoke on “The Spirit- 
Filled Life’—what it really means to be a Chris- 
tian, and at the last noon message he took up an 
offering with the type of envelope used with his 
own Park Street Church in their great world 
missions conference that has resulted so success- 
fully in the sending out of more than 100 mis- 
sionaries to the foreign fields at a cost of over 
$200,000. On one end of the envelope is a monthly 
offering from $1.00 to $100.00, and a blank for 
any amount one wishes to put in. It is stated 
that the gifts will go to whatever mission work 
the donor designates. 


On that last Friday night the offering went on 
from the $13,647 received at the noon meeting 
to $55,487. Dr. Ockenga announced the results 
from the pulpit. The pastor of the church and 
two laymen sat in front of the pulpit on the main 
floor at a table with an adding machine. And 
as the envelopes were brought in by fifteen men 
who had volunteered for the service, the congre- 
gation was given an opportunity to know the total 
of the gifts. There are many organizations in the 
Church that have been supporting missions for 
years, such as the Laymen’s Club, started in 1912, 
after the great Laymen’s Missionary Convention 
in Chattanooga which has been supporting mis- 
sionaries both in Africa and in Brazil. Some seven 
years ago before the Program of Progress our an- 
nual gift to foreign missions was something like 
$12,000. Then it advanced to approximately 
$20,000 during the Program of Progress for each 
year, dropping back to an average $16,000 for the 
years 1950-52. In December, 1952, our First 
World Missions Conference advanced it to $23,737, 
and we took on eight additional missionaries to 
the twelve we already had. At our Second Con- 
ference at the end of 1953, we doubled the total 
to missions, so that during this year of 1954 our 
payments on pledges will run to nearly $48,000 
for foreign missions, and we took on seven more 
missionaries, bringing our sum total of missionaries 
to twenty-seven. We thought we would be doing 
fine if we raised enough to continue taking care of 
these missionaries we had assumed. At the request 
of the Board of World Missions we were not tak- 
ing all of the support of these missionaries, but 
$1500 a year, or five-ninths of the support of 
each one of them, except in two cases of couples 
that are totally supported at $5400 a year. This 
was in order not to rob the Board of World Mis- 
sions of its choicest missionaries and to allow other 
churches to have an opportunity to help in their 
support. 

When we passed the $48,000 in our pledges 
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that last night there was great rejoicing, and when 
we went on to $55,000 we realized that we could 
take on the eight new missionary candidates that 
we had brought in to be with us on the Conference 
program. At the last report on December 7th, 
four days after the Conference closed, the sum 
total was $61,000 pledged for foreign missions 
for 1955 and additional amounts are still coming 
in. It has brought great rejoicing indeed; many 
have made real sacrifices, being “extravagant for 
Jesus” that they may please Him with their gifts 
to make Him known to the uttermost bounds of 
the earth. In 1955 the First Presbyterian Church 
at Chattanooga will have thirty-six missionaries 
on its bulletin. And yet we all admit that we 
haven’t scratched the surface of the resources of 
our people. The whole Christian Church has been 
playing at this game of missions for a long, long 
time; dallying with it and considering it one of 
the non-essentials of the church work; and many 
times relegating it to an unimportant task of the 
church, whereas it is our Lord’s own direct com- 
mand and the thing about which He was most con- 
cerned, and as is clearly indicated by the Great 
Commission on the day of His Ascension: “But 
ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 


One might think that such “extravagant” giving 
to world missions would cause the other causes 
to be injured or at least decreased. This is not so. 
We have just given $6,000 to Home Missions; 
one man has put $500.00 in for the Joy Gift for 
Ministerial Relief, and we are all looking forward 
to the opportunity of making the best gift for this 
cause at Christmas time we have ever given. We 
are readying ourselves for a campaign for King 
College and hope to raise $100,000 as our share 
of the $1,000,000 endowment for King College. 
We have advanced our pastor’s salary to $10,000 
a year, and our people have been most generous 
in their gifts to the Community Chest, to the Can- 
cer Fund, to the Heart Fund, to the Boy Scouts, 
and to every worthy cause in our city. I verily 
believe that a Church that wakes up to the call of 
our Master to support His main program of evan- 
gelization throughout the whole world will not let 
down on the other causes which His Church must 
be interested in at home as well as abroad. 

We are all rejoicing over the divine guidance 
in our Third World Missions Conference, and 
are planning for a Fourth Conference about the 
same time next year. It is not the wealthy mem- 
bers that have made this possible, but the average 
members, the young as well as adults, have had 
their part. Many sacrifices have been made. The 
Young Peoples Department have contributed $2500 
and hope to make it $3,000 to take on a missionary 
couple as their very own. We heartily recommend 
to any church a combination Bible Conference and 
Mission Convention, giving the people an oppor- 
tunity to express their love for their Lord by ”Ex- 
travagance for Jesus.” 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 9 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Living God 


Background Scripture: Genesis 1:1; Ex- 
odus 3; Psalm 103:8-13; Isaiah 40:18-31; 
Matthew 6:9; John 4:23,24; 10:30; Acts 
17:22-31. Devotional Reading: Psalm 42. 


“My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God.” That thirst will never be satisfied until we find 
Him. I do not believe that idolatry, or some false religion, can ever completely satisfy the souls of men. 


Made in the image of God, and made to glorify 


Him and enjoy Him forever, there is something even 


in the most sinful and degraded that still cries out for God, and is not satisfied with some imitation. 
However, real thirst for God comes from an awakened soul, like the soul of the Psalmist in this 


42nd Psalm. 


The world is full of “dead gods,” and multitudes 
of men and women try to quench their thirst at 
these dry and broken cisterns. Millions of human 
beings bow down to sticks and stones and hideous 
“totem poles” and ugly images. (It is strange 
how ugly these idols are). Millions more worship 
“sleeping Buddhas” - worse than sleeping, cold 
and lifeless. Millions more are devotees of a dead 
prophet, Mohammed, and make weary pilgrimages 
to his grave. Satan, the god of this world, has 
blinded the minds of the most of mankind, and 
“shut out the sunshine” of the glorious gospel of 
the Living Christ, risen from the dead, and sitting 
at the right hand of the Living God. 


Today we have many selections—and they are 
few compared to the many others that could have 
been chosen—for our study, bringing out some of 
the characteristics of our God; THE LIVING 
GOD. 


I. “In the beginning God”: 
Genesis 1:1. 


Our Bible opens with these majestic words. How 
well I remember the hundred of times we had to 
repeat them in the Hebrew when we were in 
the Seminary! They form a most fitting opening 
for the Word of God. If you really believe the 
first verse of the Bible with all that it means, you 
can easily believe all the rest of the Bible, for if 
these words are true; if God existed “in the be- 
ginning,” before all else and created the universe 
and everything in it, then there is nothing too 
hard for Him to do, and all the other miracles 
of the Bible are easily beligved to be true, and 
are, in fact, a most natural manifestation of His 
power. In other words, if God is a Spirit, Infinite, 
Eternal, and Unchangeable, in His Being, Wis- 
dom, Power, Holiness, Justice, Goodness and 
Truth, then we expect to see miracles, and would 
be surprised if there were none. 

Let us place these majestic words in the center 
of our hearts: put Him first in our lives, as the 
Bible puts Him first in its pages. 
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Il. 14M :1 AM THAT 1 AM: or, I AM 
BECAUSE 1 AM: 
Exodus 3 : 14. 


Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro, his 
father-in-law, and had come to the mountain of 
God, even to Horeb. Jehovah appears to him 
there in the burning bush and gives him the com- 
mand to go down into Egypt and lead Israel out 
of that land of bondage. Moses makes excuses : 
Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh? 
Then, when God meets this excuse by saying, 
Certainly I will be with thee, Moses said, When 
I come to the Children of Israel and tell them 
that the God of their fathers sent me, and they 
say to me, What is His name? What shall I say 
to them? 


God answers him in the words above. It ex- 
presses the fact that God is the Self-existent, 
Ever-living One, the God of Love and Grace, the 
Faithful Covenant making, and Covenant-keeping 
God. I thought I would find something interesting 
and helpful in Matthew Henry, so I picked it up, 
and here is part of what he says: “This explains 
His name, Jehovah; and signifies (1) That He 
is Self-existent; He has His being of Himself, 
and has no dependence upon any other. The 
greatest and best man in the world must say, By 
the grace of God, I am what I am; but God says 
it absolutely, and it is more than any creature, 


man or angel, can say, 1 AM THAT I AM.” 


Before we leave this I wish to remind you that 
Jesus uses this very name in John 8:58; “Jesus 
said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Before Abraham was, I AM.” This one verse 
is sufficient to prove the Deity of our Lord. The 
Jews knew that He was, in using this name, claim- 
ing to be God, and in unbelief and anger took up 
stones to stone Him. 


III. The Lord (Jehovah) is merciful and 
gracious: 
Psalm 103:8-13. 
Jehovah, whose name we studied above, is plen- 
teous in mercy. I cannot understand why some 
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people try to tell us that the character of God 
in the Old Testament is different from the char- 
acter of God in the New. In this place, as in 
many other places, we see His Love and Mercy 
and Grace displayed in a most beautiful manner. 
We cannot measure His mercy or limit His for- 
giving love : For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that 
fear him. As far as the east is from the west, so 
far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him.” Where can you find 
a more beautiful picture of God? 


IV. “He giveth power He increaseth 
strength’ : 


Isaiah 40:18-31. 


This great chapter might be called, The Weak- 
ness of Man, and the Power of God. There is 
a dramatic description of the Power and Glory 
of God, with an ironic and sarcastic reference to 
graven images, and intermingled with illustrations 
of His power we find expressions like these with 
reference to men: “All flesh is grass . . . the 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth He giveth 
power to the faint Even the youths shall 
faint.” 


Idols, graven images, have no power to help or 
harm. How can something which a man makes 
out of trees and gold and silver, have any power 
to help the man who fashioned it? How foolish 
for a man to make a god, when the Living God 
has made man but little lower than angels, and 
crowned him with glory and honor, and also made 
the very tree out of which the man forms his god! 
Idolatry is the most senseless of all the sins of 
mankind. 


Isaiah gives a wonderful portrait of God; His 
Power and Wisdom, as He creates the world and 
controls and cares for it. Look up into the heavens 
and behold His work: He calleth them all - 
stars, planets, suns - by name by the greatness of 
His might, for that He is strong in power : not 
one faileth. 


Our Living God has not forgotten us, nor are 
our ways hid from Him, nor has His justice 
failed. Verses 28-31 are among the most beautiful 
in the Bible. They have a place in our memories 
and hearts like the 23rd Psalm and the 14th 
Chapter of John. Memorize and repeat them 
over and over again as you live in this world of 
trouble and sorrow, and feel the need of His 
strength and comfort. How firm a foundation for 
our Faith is verse 28 : Hast thou not known? hast 
thou not heard, that the Everlasting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary? there is no searching of His 
understanding.” We can put our trust in such a 
God; He is able to meet every need of our hearts. 


But, Is He willing? some might say. The 
answer is found in verse 29 : He giveth power to 
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the faint; and to them that have no might he 
increaseth strength. God loves to stoop down and 
lift up the fainting and fallen. Who is there who 
needs not this help? Even the youths shall faint, 
and the young men shall utterly fall. Many thou- 
sands of young men and women lie on _ hospital 
beds, sick and bruised and broken. They that 
wait upon the Lord can meet every need as it arises. 
If it is necessary to soar above our troubles, then 
wings like the eagle are given us; if we, in some 
emergency, have to be up day and night, then we 
can “run and not be weary”; if we need to plod 
along doing the humdrum work of home or office 
or farm, then we can walk, and not faint, and since 
most of our time is spent in such work, this is the 
climax of the chapter. 


V. Our Father 
Matthew 6:9. 


Hallowed be thy name: 


Jesus came to reveal the Father. He has much 
to say about My Father; The Father; Your Father; 
Our Father. There is a Household of Faith, a 
Family of God. As Christians, we can look up 
and say, Abba Father, My Dear Father. His 


name, Father, is a Holy Name. 


VI. Worship the Father:I and My Father 
are one: 


John 4: 23,24; 10:30. 


Some of the most profound teachings of Jesus 
were spoken in conversations with individuals : to 
Nicodemus; and to the woman of Samaria. He said 
to her, God is Spirit : and they that worship Him 
must worship in spirit and in truth. I sometimes 
wonder how much of our worship, both in public, 
and in private, would meet this requirement. We 
must worship Christ even as we worship the Father. 


VII. The Unknown God :in Whom we live 
and move and have our being: 


Acts 17 :22-31. 


Is He an Unknown God to us? Do we also 
have our idols? 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 9 


Showing Proof 


Hymn: “Jesus, The Very Thought of Thee” 

Prayer 

Scripture: I Corinthians 13 (read “love” for 
charity”’ ) 

Hymn: “What A Friend We Have In Jesus” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Saviour, Teach Me Day By Day” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

In our program last week we looked at some 
of the Scriptural background of our 1955 theme, 
“Show Proof of Your Love.” This program also 
deals with that theme from a very practical ap- 
proach. It is not too hard to discuss our new 
theme from a theoretical standpoint, but it is 
quite another thing to show proof of your own 
love in your day by day living. Our speakers will 
point out some of the areas for proving our love 
and some of the specific activities in the lives of 
normal young people by which the degree of their 
love is indicated, 


First SPEAKER: 


The very first place where our love must be 
proved is the place where we are likely to make 
the most failures. That place is our home. Surely 
if we love anyone at all, we love the people in 
our homes, but does our love for them show? It 
is quite possible to take the members of your family 
so for granted that you never openly show your 
love for them. Plain courtesy is one of the marks 
of love. When you are out in society you know 
you are expected to be courteous, but how thought- 
ful and how polite are you in your relations to 
the family? The thirteenth chapter of I Corin- 
thians is speaking of courtesy when it says that 
love “doth not behave itself unseemly.” 


Unselfishness is certainly a characteristic of 
love. The Scripture says, “love seeketh not her 
own.” In every family there are frequent clashes 
of will and conflicts of desire. Do you ever prove 
your love by giving up your wants or your ideas 
or your plans, even though you have a right to 
them? Real love is willing to make a self sacrifice 
without counting the cost. How many of us exhibit 
that kind of love in our homes? 

, 
SECOND SPEAKER: 

The place, other than home, where young people 
spend most of their time is in school and in school 
activities. You have opportunity to prove your love 
in just about every possible way at school, but in 
this discussion let us think about two specific ways. 
The first is kindness. Love always demands kind- 
ness, and there are literally thousands of oppor- 
tunities for kindness at school. Every school has 
its students who feel awkward and ill at ease. Do 
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you ever go out of your way to say a kind word 
to them to make them feel that someone 
cares for them, or do you join with the others who 
make fun of them? Do you try to have a word 
of cheer and encouragement for those who have 
experienced defeat or disappointment? Every school 
has its share of unpopular students. In most cases 
their unpopularity is not all their own fault by 
any means. Have you ever actually tried to under- 
stand these unpopular people? Are you always 
ready to give them the benefit of the doubt, or 
do you take the easy way out and dismiss them 
as being hopelessly queer? Kindness and love 
require that you try in every way to be their friend. 


The other way of proving your love at school, 
which we shall consider now, is the way of gen- 
erosity. Our Scripture lesson says, “love envieth 
not.” It is the case with most of us that there 
are students in our school who do many things 
better than we do. What is our attitude toward 
them? There is often a temptation to be envious 
of them. If we really love these people, we will 
rejoice in their abilities and accomplishments rather 
than be jealous of them. Does your love prove 
itself in generosity toward all the students in your 
school ? 

THIRD SPEAKER: 

Another area which calls for the time of young 
people is their work. Everything that has been 
said about proving your love at home and at school 
applies also to your job. If you wish to make your 
love show at work, you must be courteous, unselfish, 
kind, and generous. There are two other qualities 
of love which ought to be seen on the job, patience 
and good temper. They are closely related. 


In most types of work there are many factors 
which we cannot control, and often these things 
are not as we wish them to be. The problem is 
even more acute when the changes we want to 
see made involve the people we work with. Such 
a situation calls for patience, and patience of this 
kind is a mark of love. It may be that the changes 
we desire definitely need to be made, but love 
requires that we always hold in high regard the 
feelings of those with whom we work. “Love 
suffereth long.” 


It is an unusual job which does not develop from 
time to time those situations which tempt one to 
lose his temper. When we work with the same 
people day after day, their habits and peculiarities 
are likely to irritate us and try our patience. If 
we give way to anger, harsh words and actions and 
hurt feelings are sure to be the result. Love is the 
only power that can cover over day to day irrita- 
tions. “Love is not easily provoked.” Good tem- 
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per is the proof that love is present. In the work 
that you do, does your love show itself in patience 
and good temper? 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

(Ask the young people to turn in their Bibles 
to I Corinthians 13, and see what other qualities 
of love are indicated there. Discuss ways in which 
all of these are applicable to their lives.) 


Women’s Work 


PUTTING CHRIST BACK INTO 
CHRISTMAS 








By Mrs. Dwight Linton, Kwangju, Korea 


We missionaries are most happy to receive used 
Christmas cards to distribute to people who are 
able to possess few pictures of their own, par- 
ticularly any of a religious nature We are most 
thankful to those of you at home who supply us 
with these cards from time to time. Recently 
as I was looking through a stack of such cards, 
I decided to sort them into three piles: those which 
had a picture connected with the actual Christ- 
mas story, those with pictures of churches, and 
a third miscellaneous pile of cards on various as- 
pects of Christmas as celebrated in America or 
elsewhere which have no connection with the 
actual Christmas. As I completed my sorting I 
was struck with the difference in the sizes of the 
piles. Upon counting the cards in the stacks | 
came to these startling facts: only one-fourth of 
the cards had anything to do with the Christmas 
story and only 36 per cent had any religious sig- 
nificance at all—that is had a picture concerning 
the Christmas story or a picture of a church. Is 
this any indication of the understanding of the 
significance of Christmas in the United States? 
Is this any indication of the number of persons 
in our land whose primary emphasis on December 
25th is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ? If 
it is, then let us as Christians rise up and join 
actively in the campaigns for putting Christ back 
into Christmas! 





SHARING 
Maude V. Preston 


There isn’t much that I can do, but I can share 
my bread with you, and I can share my joy with 
you, and sometimes share a sorrow, too . .. as 
on our way we go. 


There isn‘t much that I can do, but I can sit 
an hour with you, and I can share a joke with 
you, and sometimes share reverses, too . . . as 
on our way we go. 


There isn’t much that I can do, but I can share 
my flowers with you, and I can share my books 
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with you and sometimes share your burdens, too 








as ON OUT Way we go. 


There isn’t much that I can do, but I can share 
my songs with you, and I can share my mirth 
with you, and sometimes come and laugh with 
you . . . as on our way we go. 


There isn’t much that I can do, but I can share 
my hopes with you, and I can share my fears with 
you, and sometimes shed some tears with you 

as On our way we go. 


There isn’t much that I can do, but I can share 
my friends with you, and I can share my life with 
you, and ofttimes share a prayer with you 
as On our way we go. 





PEN PICTURE OF THE CHRIST 

The following, printed by request, is believed 
to be the only true pen picture of Jesus, the 
Nazarene, as seen in actual life. It is an exquisite 
piece of word painting, taken from manuscript 
and now in the library of Lord Kelly. It was 
copied from the original letter of Publius Lentulus, 
procurator of Judea, to the Senate of the Roman 
government at Rome as a matter of information. 


In these days, our days, there appeared a man 
of great virtue, named Jesus Christ, who is yet 
living amongst us, and of the Gentiles is accepted 
as the prophet of Truth. He raises the dead and 
cures all manner of diseases. 


A man of stature somewhat tall and comely, 
such as the beholder may both love and fear. His 
hair of the color of a chestnut, full ripe; plain 
to his ears, whence downward it is more orient 
and curling, and waving about his shoulders. In 
the midst of his head is a seam, a partition in his 
hair, after the manner of the Nazarites. His fore- 
head plain and very smooth; his face without 
spot or wrinkle, beautiful with a lovely red. 


His nose and mouth so formed that nothing 
can be reprehended. His beard is in color like 
his hair, not very long but forked; his look inno- 
cent and mature. His eyes gray, clear and quick 
and luminous. 


In reproving he is terrible, his eyes piercing— 
as with a two-edged sword—the greedy, the selfish 
and the oppressor, but look with tenderest pity on 
the weak and erring and sinful. Courteous and 
fair spoken; pleasant in conversation, mixed with 
gravity. Many have seen him weep. 


In proportion of body—most excellent—a man 
for his singular beauty surpassing the children of 
men. 
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CHURCH CAN’T AFFORD TO BUILD 


The People’s Church in Toronto, Canada, is a 
great missionary church, and the church building 
in which it worships is 100 years old this year. 
The building shows its age. It really needs to be 
replaced; for not only is it in poor condition but 
it is too small for the congregation. 


But the pastor, Oswald J. Smith, says that the 
church cannot afford to build since it must con- 
centrate on its contributions toward the support 
of nearly 350 missionaries. 


Last year this undenominational church, which 
cannot afford to erect a new building for itself, 
gave nearly a quarter of a million dollars to mis- 
sions. “We see to it that we give more to missions 
than we spend on ourselves here at home,” says 
the pastor. ‘For instance, in 1953 we spent $43,000 
on ourselves, and $225,000 on missions, approxi- 
mately five times as much.” Evangel. 





IN VOLTAIRE’S CHAIR 
Peter M’Kenzie, the famous Methodist preacher, 
was being shown through Madame Toussard’s 
Waxworks in London. Coming to one object, his 
guide said, ““This is the chair in which Voltaire 
sat and wrote his atheistic blasphemies.”’ 


“Is that the chair?” said Peter. And then, 
without asking permission, he stepped over the 
rope, sat down on the chair, and sang with all his 
heart: 


“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Doth his successive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

Till moon shall wax and wane no more.” 

Incidentally, Voltaire thought he had “explod- 

ed” the Bible, but today more copies than ever 
of God’s Word are being sold; and Voltaire’s 
house is a depot of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. —Evangel. 





From STRENGTH To STRENGTH 


“Lord, I saw Thy children 
Poor and in need, today 
And Thy love and mercy 
For them all, I pray. 


When I heard His whisper 
Ashamed I bowed my head 
For with gentle patience 
The tender Saviour, said. 


“T have seen these children, 
Their needs I know, too. 

But I want My love and mercy 
To come to them through you.” 


(Mrs. W. H.) Alice Barbour Bennett. 
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NEEDED - SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT 
“The application of this vision to Martin’s age 
is obvious; I suppose it means in this day, that 
Christ comes not in pride of intellect, or reputa- 
tion for philosophy. These are the glittering robes 
in which Satan is now arraying. Many spirits are 
abroad, more are issuing from the pit; the cre- 
dentials they display are the precious gifts of 
mind, beauty, richness, depth, originality. Christian, 
look hard at them .. . in silence, and ask 
them for the print of the nails.” 

—John Henry Newman (Historical Sketches II) 





THe Livinc Curist AND Dyinc HEATHENISM. 
John Warneck. Baker Book House. $3.95. 


This is a thorough and scholarly study of ani- 
mistic heathenism. It is a dynamic picture of the 
impact of the Gospel on primitive religion born 
from the first-hand experience of the Christian 
missionary who at the same time was a recognized 
anthropologist. It affords an unusual insight into 
the heathen mind and animistic society and the 
power of the Gospel to penetrate the spiritual 
wasteland. It is one of the best studies of Animism 
in existence. This volume is a real contribution to 
the missionary movement. 





WANTED TEACHER 


For Sixth and Seventh Grades in Christian Grade 
School beginning immediately. Call collect 765 or 
5691, Hopewell, Virginia. 
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STOP - NOW 


The number of individuals, Sessions and Presbyteries which 


POC COC CCC CCC CE OOOO OOOO O OES 


feel so strongly against the proposed union under present con- 
ditions should be a warning to the church as a whole that 


THIS IS NOT THE TIME FOR UNION. 


For a number of reasons the proposed plan of union and 
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all of its implications have become a divisive and destructive 
influence. 


It is obvious that to press this issue under these circum- 
stances is exceedingly unwise. 


Until there can be a general unanimity of opinion and a 
sincere desire for such a drastic step it should be dropped. 
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Write for samples of literature. 
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THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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H. B. Dendy, Secy. Weaverville, N. C. 
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